Some Formatting Guidelines for Citation in Papers
First of all, titles of books, plays, films and long poems like The Canterbury Tales or Parzival are italicized or underlined.  Novels, such as Trilby, are also italicized or underlined. Please put individual sections of the text, such as the “Clerk’s Tale,” in quotation marks. When you first cite a text, you should tell your reader what text you are using.  We’re all using the same text, but it is important to learn how to cite properly. For example, if I wanted to cite the first four lines of “General Prologue,” I would format it like so: 

Whan that Aprill with his shoures soote
The droghte of March hath perced to the roote,
And bathed every veine in swich licour
Of vertu engendred is the flour (ll. 1-4).

This quotation is set off from the rest of the paper (indented five spaces from the left margin).
If I want to quote fewer than four lines, I set them directly into the body of the paper instead of embedding them.   The Prioress, for example, is not prone to great curses: “Hir gretteste ooth was but ‘by Seinte Loy,” (GP, l. 120).   Note that I have included “GP” for “General Prologue” in my reference.  If you have not made it clear where in the CT the lines come from, be sure to include this.   When you make your first reference to a book you want to footnote it. 
             If you do want to see what scholars have had to say about your texts, then books used as secondary sources are cited in the same way as primary sources are.  You’ll want to make sure which reference in the Works Cited is being referenced, but you can refer to it using parenthetical page citation.  See the citation format for articles in the Works Cited below.  How do you cite an article?  Here’s an example, “The Prioress and her tale have the best of both worlds: they invite challenge, yet leave no opening.”
  Of course there’s more types of materials out there to cite besides books and articles. For more than you ever wanted to know on citation format illustrated here see the MLA Handbook or The Chicago Manual of Style.  Both are in the reference section of our library. Whichever style of citation you use, the most important thing is that you give credit where credit is due and that you are clear and consistent in your style.  A good website for exploration documentation is: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_mla.html
            This handout is based on and adapted from a handout given to a class by Sue Schweik, a Professor in the English Dept. at UC Berkeley. When you use someone else's work in any way, you must cite that work. This includes websites.  
For this assignment, I recommend using double-spacing, 12 point font and 1” margins. 
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